Roundtable for African-American Concerns /South Carolina Library Association
Annual Report – 2012

Meetings

· RAAC was represented by the Roundtable Chair, Gerald B. Moore, at all SCLA Executive Board Meetings in 2012.

· RAAC Chair Gerald B. Moore met with USC’s School of Library and Information Science Diversity Leadership Group in February 2012.  SLIS asked to sponsor a session at the annual conference based on the USC Focus Carolina Initiative: Participate, Innovate, And Lead.  It was agreed that the session would be introduced by USC President Harris Pastides and focus on Advocacy and effective Leadership in various library settings.
Conferences
· RAAC held the first annual RAAC Colloquium in August 2012 at the Main Branch of the Charleston County Public Library.  Proceeds from this event benefited the SCLA Scholarship for Diversity in Librarianship.  $235.00 was raised for the Scholarship for Diversity in Librarianship. Session topics included: “The ABC’s of Research, Self-Publishing, and Packaging  Our Stories,”  “Bridging the Gap between African-American Studies and Libraries through Book Discussion Groups,” and a Think Tank Session that featured the Charleston County Library’s John L. Dart 85th Anniversary Committee discussing the celebration of libraries in the context of community history.  The successful presentation of the RAAC Colloquium resulted in an invite to the Dart Anniversary Committee to give their presentation at the annual conference in October 2012.

· RAAC facilitated two sessions at the annual conference. The first session was entitled, “Celebrating Libraries in the Context of Community History “and it was presented by members of the 85th John L. Dart Anniversary Committee from Charleston County Public Library: Cynthia Graham-Hurd, St. Andrews Regional Branch Library; Sherman Pyatt, Cooper River Memorial Branch Library; Cheryl Brinkley, John L. Dart Branch Library; and Kim Odom, John L. Dart Branch Library.  The session was well attended and received positive comments.  The second session, entitled, “Stand Up and Shout! Sit Down and Negotiate” featured librarians from various library settings discussing advocacy in their respective areas. Presenters included University of South Carolina President Dr. Harris Pastides, who discussed the Participate, Innovate, and Lead Initiative at USC.  Other presenters included Augusta Baker Chair Dr. Michelle Martin, Special Librarian & Archivist Georgette Mayo from the Avery Research Center of College of Charleston, Ida Thompson, Director for Instructional Technology at Richland County District One and Reference Services Manager Rayburne J. Turner at Charleston County Public Library.  Over 80+ people attended this session.  The USC’s School of Library and Information Science polled attendees with their own survey instrument and the comments about the sessions were overwhelmingly positive.  At the conclusion of the session, Lenora Price, Alumni Relations & Continuing Education Coordinator at the School of Library and Information Science at USC, approached Gerald Moore and asked if the Diversity Leadership Group and the School of Library and Information Science could co-sponsor a session with RAAC for the 2013 Conference. 
Plans for 2013
· Plans are underway for RAAC to co-sponsor a session with USC’s Diversity Leadership Group & SLIS featuring editor Dr. Valinda W. Littlefield and her co-editors Marjorie Spruill (College of Arts and Sciences at USC) and Joan Marie Johnson (lecturer, Women’s and Southern History at Northeastern Illinois University) of the three volume series, South Carolina Women: Their Lives and Times for the 2013 conference.   Once again this session will serve as a precursor to the annual USC Alumni Tea. Gerald B. Moore will meet with members of the Diversity Leadership Group at USC on April 4 to finalize plans for the session.
· Gerald B. Moore is currently in talks to have RAAC host a second colloquium in the summer of 2013 with proceeds going to the SCLA Scholarship of Diversity in Librarianship.  Location and other pertinent details are forthcoming.
· Current officers for the Roundtable for African-American Concerns are Gerald B. Moore of Charleston County Public Library, Chair, and Valerie Rowe-Jackson of Richland County Public Library, Secretary.  The Vice-Chair position is still open.

